
  



 

 

The Citizen of Distinction award went to Glen Dennison, who has been an active and 

dedicated member of the Marine Life Sanctuaries Society since 2007. He is a 

seasoned diver of more than 35 years, a constant observer and explorer above and 

below the ocean’s surface, and a true guardian behind the documentation of the effects 

of human activity on the sensitive bottom-dwelling marine life of Howe Sound.  

Over the past 25 years, Glen has discovered several Glass Sponge Reefs known as 

Bioherms throughout Howe Sound. These Sponge Bioherms were once thought to be 

extinct in the Jurassic period (over 100 million years ago!). In the mid 1990’s, Glen and 

fellow divers with the Underwater Council of British Columbia convinced Transport 

Canada to install mooring buoys in Howe Sound as a means of protecting and reducing 

boat anchor damage to marine life living on the seafloor. His profound dive knowledge 

of the Sound led to the self-published guide for Diving Howe Sound Reefs and Islands 

in 2012. He then used his own boat, the Skyliner, kept here at the Lions Bay Marina 

and self-built inexpensive equipment to conduct hundreds of surveys to map and video 

the seafloor in search of glass sponge reefs. The Skyliner is usually loaded with divers 

photographing the reefs and his ‘spare’ time is often focused on teaching engineering 

students the art of building affordable off-the-shelf research devices or assisting would-

be oceanographers, journalists and even film-directors in pursuit of their chosen 

careers. With this enormous commitment of time over the past two decades, Glen has 

been a driving force behind the discovery of 12 glass sponge reefs in Howe Sound. His 

work and cooperative relationship with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada has resulted in the recent announcement on March 6, 2019 that the glass 

sponge reefs in Howe Sound are now protected under marine refuge status. His 

tireless, selfless, passionate and collaborative efforts have paid off for the sponge 

reefs, the marine life associated with the reefs, and for the surrounding communities 

and municipalities who are in pursuit of obtaining an UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 

designation for Howe Sound. The Lions Bay Citizen of Distinction Award is a very 

timely acknowledgement of his efforts and contributions to the protection of marine life 

in Howe Sound. 

 


